By Cheri O’Dell of the Viborg Enterprise 

“Viking pride doesn’t die easy” was the statement of  Danish Viking Days co-chair Paul Christensen.  In fact the committee recently made a statement by changing the official name of the celebration from Danish Festival Days to Danish Viking Days.  

The Viborg School will be consolidating all sports with Hurley beginning the 2010-2011 school year. The mascot for the sports teams will now be known as the Cougars ending Viborg’s long proud tradition as the Vikings.   While supporting the school’s athletic future as the Cougars, the Danish Viking Days Committee want to retain the mascot of the Vikings for their annual celebration to reflect Viborg’s Danish Heritage.   In fact, Christensen shared his dream of constructing and showcasing Viking statues throughout the city.  
“Friends of Viborg Award”
Viborg Public School
Danish Viking Days plus the Viborg High School All School Reunion activities are scheduled for July 16th, 17th and 18th.  The theme this year will be “Vikings through the years . . .  Welcome Home!”  The committee has chosen to honor the Viborg Public School with the “Friends of Viborg Award”.    The “Friends of Viborg Award” will be presented to present and past teachers, board members and employees of the Viborg Public School during the closing ceremony at the athletic field on Sunday Night.  They will also be acknowledged and honored at the Friends of Viborg reception on Sunday at 2:00 p.m. at the school gym.   

So much history and facts have been recorded and could be written about the buildings and structures that have housed the students of Viborg throughout the years, but it is the teachers, staff, administration and boards that have shaped the students into the people that they are now.  It is the people that will be honored.  Structures and facilities are built and in time replaced, but people have the ability to influence the future.  “If you think in terms of a year, plant a seed; if in terms of ten years, plant trees; if in terms of 100 years, teach the people.” - Confucius.

Viborg School District or Independent School District No. 4 was set apart as a separate school district in the early part of the year 1894 (116 years ago).  A petition to carve out the district from surrounding districts was circulated and after receiving the requisite number of signers, was presented to the county commissioners and an election ordered held.  This carried and the district was accordingly organized and officers elected.  
S.N. Monk, J.P. Christensen, and N.C. Christensen constituted the first school board, with Paul Hansen as clerk and F.L. Wheeler as treasurer.

The current board of education is comprised of: Jimmy Larsen (President), Wayne Larsen (Vice President), Gene Larsen, Peggy Mach and Denise Miller.  

The first teacher who was employed in the new school after it was built was Mr. N.C. Andrews, who was then a resident of the town.  He was hired for six months at $40 per month.  There were so many pupils in attendance during the “rush” that Miss Sarah Monk was hired as an assistant for a short time.  This was during the 1894-1895 school year. Many teachers have come and gone since this time.  Some for only a year or two, some for many years.

The current administration includes: Superintendent - Patrick Kraning; Business Manager - Wanda Kost; High School Principal - Barb Hansen; and Elementary Principal - Dawn Wirth.

Administrative Secretary, Annet Kropuenske has been a part of the Viborg School system for 23 years.
  
With a student support system of 30 employees, The Viborg School District has comprehensive Special Education and Title services, as well as a district wide pre-school program for 4 year old students.    
Thank you to all the teachers, staff and administrators who have served Viborg Public School throughout the years!
New This Year
New to this years celebration is the Viking Classic Golf Tournament which will be held on Friday morning at the Glenridge Golf Course rural Irene.  All spots have been filled for this tournament.  Also new this year will be a Lawn Mower Poker Run.  Registration begins at 5:30  p.m. Friday evening  at the Creamery Bar and Grill.  
Brought back from prior years will be the Danish Days Quilt Show.  This year the Quilt Show will be held at Bethany Lutheran Church.  This is scheduled on Saturday from 11 am to 4 p.m.  They will be displaying the quilts throughout the church and will also have light refreshments available in the fellowship hall.  This event is sponsored by the Bethany Lutheran WELCA. 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church 100th Anniversary Celebration
As part of their 100th Year Anniversary Celebration, Our Saviors Lutheran Church will be hosting a coffee at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday afternoon (Red Book Service at 4:00 p.m.).  Susan Edelman and Julie Hartmann will be sponsoring the coffee in memory of the Nielsen and Jensen family (Mr. & Mrs. G. Martin Nielsen, Mr. and Mrs. Nanfeldt Nielsen, Mr. and Mrs. Wilfert Nielsen, Norman Nielsen, Noble & Melissa Jensen and Patsy Shea).
Spring Valley Lutheran 
Fund Raiser
Spring Valley Lutheran Church will be sponsoring lunch at the Viborg Community Center on Sunday from 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. as a fund raiser to rebuild their church.  At the end of March, 2010, the Spring Valley Lutheran Church was completely destroyed by fire.  The congregation has been meeting at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Viborg.  The congregation of Spring Valley unanimously agreed to rebuild and plans are in the works. 
Friday, July 16th
To kick off the 2010 Viborg Viking Days, on Friday evening the Food Tent will be opening at 4:30.  As in past years, the Viborg Volunteer Fire Department will be sponsoring the food tent, food at Glood Park and the entertainment at the tent.  Music in the tent on Friday night will be DJ - WOW Entertainment.  Back by popular demand, the Viborg Community Foundation will be sponsoring Chicken Bingo as a fund raiser again this year.  The chicken is scheduled “to drop” at 9:45 p.m. at the food tent.  

At Glood Park on Friday Night The Great Dane  Car Show will begin at 5:30.  Also beginning at 5:30 on the stage at Glood Park will be local entertainment.  The theme for this year’s entertainment will be “Tunes through the decades”.  Have some fun and  dig your relics out of the closet as the audience is encouraged to dress in attire of the 60s, 70s, or 80s.  The best dressed of each decade will be awarded a prize.  The nurses of Pioneer Memorial Hospital will be hosting a bake sale fund raiser at the park during these events.   

Contests brought back from last year are the crowning of the 2010 Miss & Mr. Viborg Scholarship winners and the Danish Viking Days Kongen (King) and Dromming (Queen).  The 2010 Danish Days King and Queen win $500 scholarships awarded by the Viborg Community Club.  Contestants  are judged on their community involvement and a written essay entitled “The Benefits of Social Organizations with a Community” with reference to our Danish Community.  Along with an age requirement, the contestants must have been or are a student of Viborg Public School.  The winners are required to fulfill the Danish Day Queen and King’s duties which  include acting as an ambassador of Danish Viking Days.  Last year’s winners were Troy Larsen and Rachel Huber.   The Kongen and Dromming will be awarded to the oldest female and male 100% Dane in attendance.  Last year’s royalty were Ralph Petersen and Lois  Tengquist.  

The Danish Viking Days Committee will again be sponsoring the co-ed volleyball tournament. It will be held at JayCee Park and the Creamery Bar and Grill on Friday night beginning at 5:30.  
Saturday, July 17th
Events kick off first thing on Saturday morning beginning with the traditional Aebleskiver (Danish pancakes) Breakfast at the United Methodist Church.  Serving begins at 7:00 a.m.  You then have the option to burn off your calories by playing co-ed softball or taking part in Pioneer Memorial’s 5K Run/3K walk.  If you’re really ambitious you can do both.  Both events begin at 8:00 a.m.  

The parade begins at 10:30 a.m. and will run the usual route  on Main Street. The theme for this year’s parade is “Viking Pride lasts a Lifetime”.    Entrants may pre-register on the website www.danishdays.com or at the school the day of the parade.  

Following the parade will be the Official Danish Days Collector Postal Stamp Cancellation, sponsored by the Viborg Post Office; the PMH Nurses will resume their Bake Sale; and the Danish Viking Committee will be serving Danish Ethnic food.  These events are scheduled at 11:30 a.m. and will all take place at the Viborg School. 

The afternoon is packed with events, something for everyone.   At noon, the kids will be looking for the plane to drop over 1,000 ping pong balls on the Viborg Athletic Fields.  The Viborg Lions Club will be hosting the Horseshoe tournament at 1:00 (at food tent) and Bingo at 1:30 (DBS Hall).  At Glood Park you will find the Great Dane Tractor Show from 1 - 3 pm.  For the kids the Viborg-Hurley Cheerleaders will be sponsoring the kids carnival in the air conditioned comfort of the Viborg Community Center from 1 - 3 p.m. 
A highlight of the afternoon is “Stories from Viborg; Songs from Denmark” by Joy Ibsen at Our Saviors Lutheran Church. This presentation will be following by coffee and Red Book Service at 4:00 p.m.
Registration for the Poker Run will run from 4 - 5 p.m. at the food tent.  Participants must return by 9:00 p.m. sharp.  

The reunion banquet, sponsored by the Viborg Alumni Association will begin at 6:00 p.m. at the Viborg High School Gym.   Last report, over 300 Alumni and guests have registered for the banquet.

  Saturday nights activities give you two choices.  The DBS is hosting a dance with music by “Freddie’s Combo” at 8:00 p.m. at the DBS Hall.  There will also  be music at the Food Tent.  Music will be provided by “Too Drunk to Fish.” This is sponsored by the Viborg Volunteer Fire Department.   The  Creamery Bar & Grill will be open all night serving food after the dances.  
Sunday, July 18th
Sunday will bring the opportunity to worship as a community.  The Community Worship Service will be held at the Community Center and will be planned and prepared by the Viborg Ministerial Association. There will be a food drive in conjunction with the service.  People are asked to bring non-perishable food items to the community center for the Viborg Food Pantry, or if people prefer, they can make a monetary donation.  Checks may be made payable to the Viborg Food Pantry. Lunch will be served immediately following by Spring Valley Lutheran Church.

In the afternoon the Viborg Volunteer Fire Department will be sponsoring a Bean Bag Toss Tournament at 1:00 at the food tent.  

A “Friends of Viborg” reception will be held at the Viborg School Gym at 2:00 p.m.

The festivities will conclude on Sunday evening with inflatable activities for the kids and a community BBQ.  For dessert you can kick back, grab a rootbeer float and listen to the musical entertainment provided by Autumn Road.  Members of Autumn Road  are John Limoges at guitar and bass and vocals; Tyler Limoges at drums; Brian Bartlett at guitar and vocals; Jeremy Hult at guitar and bass and vocals and Viborg’s own, Gary DeJong at guitar and vocals.  Their genre is classic rock and new rock.  

The Closing Ceremony will introduce the new Viborg Hurley Cougar Cheerleaders.  Wear your Viking apparel as we retire the Viking sports mascot and welcome in the new Cougar mascot. 

 
The grand finale of the weekend celebration will be the firework display sponsored by the Viborg business Community and the Danish Viking Days Committee.  

The Danish Viking Days Committee will be taking cash donations to help cover the rising expense of putting on this fun packed weekend.   Donations may be mailed  to Paul Christensen,  PO box 153, Viborg, SD 57070  or dropped off at Stitching Sisters or Southeastern Electric.  Donation collection cans will be available for donations during the weekend.

Please refer to the front page of this week’s Southeast South Dakota Star Advertiser for a full schedule of events.

Come to Viborg to meet up with old friends or make some new ones.  Join us in Viborg on July 16th, 17th and 18th - Be a Dane for a Day or for the entire weekend!
